GRIT IN THE OYSTER — TENSION IN THE CLASSROOM

Refocus and Rethink — what better way for teachers to do this than
by looking at learning through the lens of their own classroom
practice?

This workshop will demonstrate how one school-based research
programme supports teachers as active researchers and involves
parents directly in the process.

Recent and current examples will be drawn from international schools as
far flung as Caracas, Mumbai, Paris, Barcelona, Reykjavik and Florence.
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GRIT IN THE OYSTER — OUTLINE OF THE WORKSHOP

» WELCOME

» TENSIONS & PASSIONS — THE GRIT THAT MAKES THE PEARL - OPENING ACTIVITY 1

» A LITTLE MORE CONTEXT — RESEARCH PROJECTS IN SCHOOLS SINCE 2014 - ACTIVITY 2

» SYSTEMMATIC ENQUIRY MADE PUBLIC — THE RESEARCH PROCESS AS A PRACTITIONER
BACK TO YOUR TENSION...IRRITATION...ITCH — TIME TO SHAPE IT UP! - ACTIVITY 3

» METHODS & METHODOLOGIES — JUST DO SOMETHING — COLLECT SOME STUFF — ACTIVITY 4
» REVIEW, REFLECT, ANALYSE - DO SOMETHING WITH THE STUFF — TELLING THE STORY

» SHARING THE PEARLS — YOUR FINDINGS INTO EVIDENCE INTO MAKING PUBLIC —ACTIVITY 5
> Q& A-ACTIVITY 6

> REFERENCES & LINKS
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PASSIONS & TENSIONS...REFLECTIONS ON YOUR EXPERIENCE
TOWARDS A MEANINGFUL RESEARCH PROJECT IDEA

Experience What are you bringing to the party?

PERSONAL REFLECTION REFLECTION WITH ANOTHER

IDEA/RESEARCH
THEME

Passion Tension
What do you care about in education? What bothers you...irritates you — the grit?
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>A LITTLE MORE CONTEXT — RESEARCH PROGRAMME IN
SCHOOLS SINCE 2014

» WHAT CAN RESEARCH DO FOR ME? —
» WHAT ARE THE CLAIMS...WHAT IS THE EXPERIENCE?
» EVALUATION REPORT; LINK TO 5 MINUTE SUMMARIES If you are lacking

motivation in your career
and drowning in the daily
» EXAMPLES THAT WERE MEANINGFUL TO ME: crises often encountered
at ISF along with the
remnants of this ongoing

» EARLY LITERACY IN PARIS; pandemic, participate in

the research program. It is
self-directed learning at its

» HOME LANGUAGE IN CARACAS; Fnest. and if plannod
carefully, it can also
» GENDER EQUALITY IN BARCELONA; provide benefits for ISF

and its students.

(ISF Teacher participant
» TRANSITIONS IN FLORENCE (PARENTS); THE QUIET CHILD IN FLORENCE 2020-21)

» THE REYKJAVIK CONNECTION

e C . . ﬁ%ﬁaal/l | don’t know if you remember me, | was at ISP and did a couple of action research
projects with you. I'm back in Devon now and am thinking of doing another action
BRI S ¢ research project as | am a little disillusioned with education in England!!! | was thinking ~#ECISTEACHERS2022
RETHINK o of how to bring some of the good practice from Paris into my teaching here.

(Email received Oct 2022)

4



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R60nlTiLBmPxux-rYYhvDd3kYzez3umwB0OO47k9pA4/edit?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/rmccue/actionresearchprojectcohort3ert

RESEARCH - SYSTEMMATIC ENQUIRY MADE PUBLIC

L awrence Stenhouse, 1978

Experience

Research as an action process

e —
RESEARCH

THEME

Tension

See - Developing
Action Inquiry

Research as a reflective process

N
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https://www.ed.ac.uk/reflection/reflectors-toolkit
https://education.gov.scot/nih/Documents/sac49-developing-action-inquiry.pdf

[HE PROCESS

TENSION
1. BASELINE DATA
SHARINGS LITERATURE SEARCH

4. FINDINGS

EVIDENCE ACTION PLAN
3. ANALYSIS 2. DATA REVIEW
DATA EROM BASELINE AND LINK TO LITERATURE SEARCH
ACTIONS

ACTION
3. DATAIN ACTION

IMPLEMENTING YOUR PLANNED
INTERVENTION
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[HE TIMELINE

F2F 1
Developing yo F2F 2 F2F 3
enquiry Data collection Data review 1
22nd and 23rd 11th and 12th 27th and 28th
21/22nd 1 Collect baseline data 10/11th 1 DAt af:tion. 26/27th 1
" ; Intervention. .
x F2F meeting per x F2F meeting per x F2F meeting per
group 1 x virtual meeting group group
per group. 1 x virtual meeting per
group
F2F 4 Conference Online Stipend
Interpreting celebration paid
findings and review
3rd and 4th 5th, 6th and 7th 4th
Continue with ; 5th and 6th
intervention. Organise Preparngyour rehearsals

resentation.
and analyse data. P

1 x F2F meeting per
group

1 x virtual meeting per
group
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»METHODS & METHODOLOGIES

» THE PROBLEM WITH METHODS - AND THE SOLUTION

» METHODOLOGIES - 36 INTERESTING THINGS TO COLLECT INA CLASSROOM

» STUFF IN THE ENVIRONMENT
» ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

» SELECTING APPROPRIATE DATA COLLECTION METHODS
» PHONE A FRIEND...ASK THE AUDIENCE...OUR SURVEY SAYS!

» JUST DO SOMETHING — COLLECT SOME STUFF - ACTIVITY 4

REFERENCES: Coe, R. et al (2021) Methods & Methodologies -_explained; detailed discussion in Research Methods & Methodologies, Coe

et al, 2021 (Pp5-14)
Pine, G. (2013), Teacher Action Research: Building Knowledge Democracies, Sage Publications. Chapter 11 on Teacher research

Cohen, L., Manion, L. & Morrison, K. (2018). Research Methods in Education, 8" Ed., Oxon: Routledge
Tool-kit 1. Planning your Research Project
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GWc8bVDBhzp54noVEFrRS6JHYA9kyaD1/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102389692480396466882&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b-i-8UrnlKG-l-F8VHUy5f_LRBM_Sq8LZfMYiSZgnYM/edit?usp=sharing
https://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=pFMlEAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=methods+and+methodology+in+educational+research&ots=_-Y1cYnKQJ&sig=OpziYpk0UZEsmaIylQfXmLfhkeI&redir_esc=y
https://sk.sagepub.com/books/teacher-action-research
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GmXqtzJcSOHorFlJcx2Ed5YJn9cOdgg7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a5ImpXJ8309MX72easyAx70sfA6j0LOj/view

»REVIEW, REFLECT, ANALYSE

»DO SOMETHING WITH THE STUFF — TELLING THE
HONEST STORY

YOU ARE LIKELY TO HAVE A LARGE AMOUNT OF RICH, QUALITATIVE DATA - LOTS
OF WORDS, DESCRIPTIONS, EXPLANATIONS, SUBJECTIVE COMMENTARY...
WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH THIS COLLECTION TO MAKE SENSE OF YOUR INQUIRY?

YOU MAY ALSO HAVE A RANGE OF QUANTITATIVE DATA — ESPECIALLY IF YOU
CONDUCTED SURVEYS OR QUESTIONNAIRES THAT COLLECTED NUMERICAL
INFORMATION. IN A WAY THIS IS OFTEN ‘EASIER’ TO CRUNCH DOWN INTO
TABLES, CHARTS, % AND ANALYSE.

LET YOUR DATA TELL YOU THE EMERGING STORY OF YOUR PROJECT & NOT
THE OTHER WAY ROUND! CHECK FOR ANY GAPS - GO BACK AND FILL THEM.

ecan /@y
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»SHARING THE PEARLS
»YOUR FINDINGS INTO EVIDENCE INTO MAKING

PUBLIC — ACTIVITY 5

IN A DISCUSSION GROUP:

IN YOUR EXPERIENCE OF ATTENDING PRESENTATIONS, WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MOST

EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES?
WHAT ENGAGES YOU?
WHAT DOESN’T?

EXPLORE DIFFERENT WAYS OF PRESENTING RESEARCH FINDINGS

HERE ARE SOME STARTERS WITH A DIFFERENCE:
CHORAL, SLAM, THEATRE PRODUCTION, PECHAKUCHA...

CHECK OUT THIS LINK AND IF WE HAVE TIME, -
LISTEN TO THIS CONFERENCE ‘PRESENTATION

Je | ﬁ’eﬁgm #ECISTEACHERS2022
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https://isfresearches.com/2022/02/28/march-towards-presenting-findings/

REFERENCES AND RESOURCES

Journals & Articles: Check out the Collaborative Action Research Network (CARN) new online publication: CARN
PRAXIS

Guzman Foster, S.L. and Fleenor, Stephen J. (2019) Handbook of Research on Critical Thinking and Teacher
Education Pedagogy. See this linked chapter from: The Power of Praxis: Critical Thinking and Reflection in Teacher
Development.

Journal of Teacher Action Research - open access articles - Try this one out - Elementary Teachers as Action
Researchers

Pine, G. (2013), Teacher Action Research: Building Knowledge Democracies, Sage Publications. Chapter 11 on
Teacher research is a must read

For serious reading/MA study: Cohen, L., Manion, L. & Morrison, K. (2018). Research Methods in Education, 8" Ed.,
Oxon: Routledge; and Robson, C. (2016). Real World Research, 4th Ed., Chichester: John Wiley;

Websites: International School of Florence Research Programme ; youtube link to the padlet created for the ISF
community presentations in April 2022; Current ISF Google site (you may need to request permissions)
Documents/Resources: 2022 Impact Evaluation, ISF Research Programme: Evaluation Report;

Developing Action Inquiry — (2013) a resource pack for schools from Glasgow Psychology Service;

A great resource from Edinburgh University — The Reflector’s Toolkit;

Tool-kit 1. Planning your Research Project;

ISF Guidance Notes for Research Proposals, 2022-23; ISF Project Proposal Form; ISF Cohort 4 Project Descriptions
for community information, October 2022; Action Plan Framework;

CONTACT: creativepractice@me.com
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https://carnpraxis.org/
https://www.igi-global.com/book/handbook-research-critical-thinking-teacher/210224
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-power-of-praxis/226421
http://www.practicalteacherresearch.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11vXZltd-SCcXoGn8exJSsM5hY9pIe29y/view?usp=sharing
https://sk.sagepub.com/books/teacher-action-research
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GmXqtzJcSOHorFlJcx2Ed5YJn9cOdgg7/view?usp=sharing
https://isfresearches.com/blog/
https://padlet.com/rmccue/actionresearchprojectcohort3ert
https://sites.google.com/view/isfresearchcohort4/home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R60nlTiLBmPxux-rYYhvDd3kYzez3umwB0OO47k9pA4/edit?usp=sharing
https://education.gov.scot/nih/Documents/sac49-developing-action-inquiry.pdf
https://www.ed.ac.uk/reflection/reflectors-toolkit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a5ImpXJ8309MX72easyAx70sfA6j0LOj/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IVofLwZsDVr-i9Y65r-1JQSPzZQ3ZV_shfHYicnR-gI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zYANt2TICS7AMjRUxEh59h138_nXAqtd7fEH-_m_j_c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pKdhzNP7hE5LS1o50yxF6L6OUzXS4Ms-rTeuk0f-cZ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DRasAOhqTwasLC9WJ-JAGaFnbmFOiJEV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102389692480396466882&rtpof=true&sd=true

